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‘The Fight for Water: A Farm Worker Struggle’ documentary to screen at Fresno State on May 2 

 

April 29, 2013 -- The Fight for Water Film: A Farm Worker Struggle, a documentary film depicting the 

human drama of the California Water Crisis of 2009, will be screening at Fresno State University on May 

2 at 5 pm in the University Center 200.  This will be a special one- day screening of the film in 

Fresno.  The filmmaker, Juan Carlos Oseguera, who is an alumni of both San Francisco State University 

and of CSU Summer Arts at Fresno State, will be at the screening for a discussion after the film with 

guests who were featured in the film.  Admission is free. 

 

The film screening is sponsored by the Department of Chicano and Latin American Studies and 

Literatures, Arts, and Cultures of the Americas (LACA) Program.   

 

The film highlights the human impact a federal ruling had on a farm working community, in the West 

Side of the San Joaquin Valley, when its water supply was shut off and the unity they staged in order to 

fight for their water.  Filmmaker Oseguera, who happened to reside in the impacted part of the valley, 

set out to film this event and document their struggle in 2009 as a historical account not to be repeated 

again.  The film interviews the people who were most affected--to bring about their voice, their struggle-

-into a unified story of survival.   

 

The film features Joe Del Bosque and George Delgado, two farmers in the West Side of Fresno County 

who are Fresno State Alumni.  They take Filmmaker Oseguera across their impacted lands to document 

a farmer's struggle during the California Water Crisis of 2009.   

 

Joe L Del Bosque is a farmer from Firebaugh, California.  He has been involved in farming all his life on 

the irrigated Westside of the San Joaquin Valley.  He graduated from California State University, Fresno 

in 1975, and began his own farm in 1985.  The farm produces cantaloupes, both conventional and 

organic, almonds, asparagus, and cherries.  Del Bosque is a member of the California Latino Water 

Coalition, Western Growers Association, California Farm Bureau, and AgSafe.  In 2010, he was appointed 

to the California Water Commission by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

https://www.facebook.com/thefightforwaterfilm?group_id=0


George Delgado is also a farmer from Firebaugh, California.  He graduated from Dos Palos High School 

and later attended California State University, Fresno where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Agricultural Science. He started his own farming business in 1985 and has been farming for 

over 25 years.  He farms almond orchards and other crops, such as tomatoes and wheat. He also 

manages almond orchards for area farmers and he owns a cherry orchard. 

Actor/comedian Paul Rodriguez, who helped organize a water march for the farmers and farm workers, 

is also featured in the film.  Many organizations and political figures are also featured, such as: the 

Community Food Bank; Fresno County Economic Opportunity Commission; Former City Mayor Alan 

Autry; County Supervisor Phil Larson; Former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, and many 

others. 
 

The Northern California Living Series Magazines reviewed the film and called it, "Compelling... A 'must 

see' film!"  Central Valley Agnet West Reporter & News Director Patrick Cavanaugh also added, "This is 

an urgent movie to watch!" and "You would never think this could happen in America today!"  Keep 

California Farming simply stated: "This is the MOST important documentary film for California 

Agriculture of the Year!"  

 

Recently the film was accepted at the 2013 Reel Rasquache Art & Film Festival in LA as an Official 

Selection.  It also was the Official Selection at the 2012 Twain Harte Film Festival and the 2012 

Bakersfield Independent Film Festival; with Special Presentations at the 2012 Viña de Oro International 

Film Festival, the 2012 ITSA Film Festival™ and other premiere screenings in selected cities around the 

state of California! 

 

For more information about the Fresno screening, contact Dr. Cristina Herrera at 

cherrera@csufresno.edu. 

 

For information about the film, visit the film's official website at: www.thefightforwaterfilm.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/LatinKingofComedy?group_id=0

